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My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?

We cannot come close to know or imagine the anguish and
absolute total pain Christ Jesus experienced with these
words.  For this was the real cost of all the sins of mankind
(past, present, future).  Jesus took all of them upon Himself
so that all of us would have a way out from experiencing this
same fate — forsaken by God forever in the eternal death
called “Hell!”

I don’t know about you, but when I think about this it brings a
chill all over my body and soul.  However, at the same time I
sense true relief knowing that because Christ Jesus took my
sins upon Himself at this moment in history, I will not have to
experience being forsaken by God.  Oh, I admit there are
times when I wonder whether God is really there — times of
war, world crisis, financial or job problems, relationship
difficulties, illness, or even death.  I sometimes think, “Lord,
it’s been 2,000 years!  It’s been such a long time!  Have You
forgotten?  Are You really there?  Have You forsaken us?”

During these forty days of Lent, let us keep and contemplate
these over-whelming words by looking at the events of
Christ’s humiliation in our worship, Lenten devotions, and
prayers.  Let us remember His arrest, trials, beatings, insults,
people’s rejection, death and burial.  Let us realize in all this
God’s great love for us in His suffering and death so that we
might receive His forgiveness, new life and salvation.

Ash Wednesday

March 2, 2022

INVOCATION:
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

PREPARATION:
Pastor: Ash Wednesday identifies our complete ruin.  The fires of sin have swept

through the ages of this earth, leaving total destruction.  Even Man’s
noblest deeds and choicest good works are charred by sin.  They do not
reflect holy reverence and godly love, but are tinged with the ashes of
selfishness and wrapped in the ashes of pride.  Our good works are no
golden jewels.

Yet in such a setting as this our Lord has entered.  Ash Wednesday not
only shows us our ruins, it begins the Lenten retracing of the suffering
and death of Him Who is our Hope.  The prophet describes our
volunteering Savior as being on a mission “To bestow on them a crown
of beauty instead of ashes (Is. 61:3b).”  The Son of God suffered fires of
temptations and death, but did not swerve from His appointed task.
Although our works may be as ashes, His life and work are solid gold.

Because of all He accomplished for us, our Lord reaches down into the
ashes of repentance and gives to us the richness and beauty of
forgiveness.

People: My Savior, I make no foolish boast about goodness.  I need Your
righteousness and mercy.  I claim Your redemption.  Amen.

IMPOSITION OF ASHES:

Congregation will come up the center aisle one at a time to receive the ashes
and return to their pews for contemplation and prayer.)



Pastor: Let us pray.  O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that
they turn from their wickedness and live.  We implore You to have
compassion on the frailty of our mortal nature, for we acknowledge that
we are dust and to dust we shall return.  Mercifully pardon our sins that
we may obtain the promises you have laid up for those who are
repentant; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, Who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

OPENING HYMN: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” LSB 426
(VV. 1 and 2)

TONIGHT’S READING: Matthew 27:15-26
and

Mark 15:16-25

Mt. 27:15Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd
any one prisoner whom they wanted.  16And they had then a notorious prisoner
called Barabbas.  17So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you
want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus Who is called Christ?”  18For he
knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered Him up.  19Besides, while he
was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with
that righteous man, for I have suffered much because of Him today in a dream.” 
20Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and
destroy Jesus.  21The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want
me to release for you?”  And they said, “Barabbas.”  22Pilate said to them, “Then
what shall I do with Jesus Who is called Christ?”  They all said, “Let Him be
crucified!”  23And he said, “Why, what evil has He done?”  But they shouted all the
more, “Let him be crucified!”

24So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was
beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am
innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves.”  25And all the people answered,
“His blood be on us and on our children!”  26Then he released for them Barabbas,
and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.

Mk. 15:16And the soldiers led Him away inside the palace (that is, the governor's
headquarters), and they called together the whole battalion.  17And they clothed Him
in a purple cloak, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on Him.  18And
they began to salute Him, “Hail, King of the Jews!”  19And they were striking His
head with a reed and spitting on Him and kneeling down in homage to Him.  20And
when they had mocked Him, they stripped Him of the purple cloak and put His own
clothes on Him.  And they led Him out to crucify Him.

21And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the
country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross.  22And they brought
Him to the place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull).  23And they offered
Him wine mixed with myrrh, but He did not take it.  24And they crucified Him and
divided His garments among them, casting lots for them, to decide what each
should take.  25And it was the third hour when they crucified Him.



OPENING HYMN: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” LSB 426
(VV. 3 and 4)

HOMILY: “Death Row Pardon — The Great Exchange”

CREED: The Second Article (Nicene Creed)
w/ Martin Luther’s Meaning

(I believe) in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom
all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was
buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, Whose kingdom
will have no end.

What does this mean?  I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the
Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord,
Who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me
from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or
silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and
death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him
in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen
from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.  This is most certainly true.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION:

HYMN: “Just as I Am, without One Plea” LSB 570     
(VV. 1, 2, 4 and 5)



Pastor: Our help is in Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior,
People: Who made heaven and earth.

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore, You are to be revered.

Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in
fellowship and the faith of this Body of Christ, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves
from our sinful condition.  Together as His people let us take refuge in the
infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the
sake of Christ, and saying:

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, lead us to
a new life in Jesus on earth, and to eternal life in heaven.  Amen.

Pastor: By the command and authority of God Almighty I announce that our sins
are forgiven and forgotten by Him.

People: Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD:
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you.  This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup
is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

PAX DOMINI:
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
Hymn: “The Lamb” LSB 547



COMMUNION DISMISSAL:
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve

you in body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart a in peace.
People: Amen.

PRAYERS:
Pastor: O God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and also our dear Father, we

thank You for permitting us to begin another Lenten season.  We are
again privileged to meditate upon the cross of Christ and its meaning for
us and all people.  You have graciously granted us another opportunity
for our relationship to be strengthened with Him Who died to save us
from our sins.  For Your gracious love, which prompted You to punish
Your Son for our sins, we give You humble and heartfelt thanks.  Lord,
in Your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.
Pastor: In spirit we appear before You in sackcloth and ashes.  Send us Your

Holy Spirit that He may help us to be genuinely sorry for our sins.  Help
us to withstand the temptations of permitting the pleasures of this life, the
worries of the day, and the activities of our daily routine to interfere with
our Lenten worship and observance.  Draw us to Your wounded side and
bring healing to our souls.  By Your grace help us to crucify our sinful
desires, affections, and lusts.  Help us to be conquerors over every
temptation that confronts us.  Lord, in Your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.
Pastor: Lord, we now take a moment of silence as we raise up to you all other

concerns we have for our families, relatives, friends, and others across
this nation and the world.  Lord, in Your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.
Pastor: Grant to Your Church an awareness of its responsibility to bring the Good

News to everyone in the community.  Graciously bestow on us Your Holy
Spirit so we may bear witness to You as our Savior.  To this end bless
our Lenten devotions and may we be faithful in our worship.  Grant us
faithful attendance, and open our eyes to the opportunities for bringing
others.  Add Your blessing to the Lenten messages, and through them
strengthen our faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior.  This we ask in Jesus’
name Who taught us to pray:

THE LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.

PARTING BLESSING:

CLOSING HYMN: “Lamb of God” LSB 550


